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Elena Asciutti is External Relations Officer at the European University Institute.   
 
Paola Bodio works as administrative staff at the Diversity Management Department of the 
University of Trento, which aims at the implementation of inclusive policies with respect to 
gender, class, racial and ethnic diversity. With Barbara Poggio she coordinates the project 
‘Asylum seekers and refugees in the university’: https://www.unitn.it/ateneo/55763/progetto-
richiedenti-asilo-alluniversita. 
Paola.Bodio@unitn.it  
 
Alessandro Caforio is the Head of Research and Innovation at the International Telematic 
University UNINETTUNO.   
 
Uoldelul Chelati Dirar a historian by training, has dealt mainly with the history of the Horn of 
Africa, particularly Eritrea, during colonial times. He is now Associate Professor of African 
History in the Department of Political Science, Communication and International Relations at 
the University of Macerata. For the period 2010 - 2013 he has been appointed Director of the 
Centre for International Relations of the University of Macerata. From January 2013 to 2016 
he has been appointed Delegate of the Rector for International Relations. 
 
N. Ekrem Düzen is Philipp Schwartz fellow at the Institute for Interdisciplinary Research on 
Conflict and Violence, Bielefeld University, Germany.  MS in Clinical Psychology, MS in 
Philosophy of Science, PhD in Applied Psychology.  Psychotherapist. Main works on youth 
participation; child and adolescent development; psychocultural formation of self; testing and 
measurement. Trainer and consultant to national and international civil society organizations. 
Currently working on (1) everyday reproduction of discrimination, othering, and exclusion, (2) 
national and transnational youth mobility, (3) threats to academic freedom.  
 
Marit Egner is a Senior Adviser in the Department of Research Administration at the 
University of Oslo. She is project coordinator of the Academic Refuge Erasmus+ strategic 
partnership project (2016-2019), focusing on academic values and welcoming at-risk 
scholars and refugees to campus. She is part of the InSPIREurope (2019-2022) project team 
and leads one work package on preparing the work environment. She is the institutional 
contact person for Scholars at Risk in Norway and part of the SAR Norway steering 
committee. 
 
Joy Ehikioya is a second year student of Comparative European and International Legal 
Studies at the University of Trento. She is particularly interested in European and 
international legal affairs.   
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Graziella Gaglione is a staff coordinator at the International Office for EU Mobility and 
International Education at the University of Rome ‘La Sapienza’.  
 
 
Ester Gallo is Associate Professor at the Department of Sociology and Social Research and 
one of the coordinators of SAR Italy. Her research interests cut across migration and refugee 
studies, gender, religion, colonial history and memory, families and kinship.   
 
Mubashar Hasan is a researcher at the Department of Cultural Studies and Oriental 
Languages, University of Oslo, Norway. He is the author of  the book : Islam and Politics in 
Bangladesh: the Followers of Ummah (Palgrave Macmillan, 2020) and Lead Editor of the 
book titled Radicalization in South Asia: Context, Trajectories in and Implications  (Sage, 
2019). He also published in the area of free speech, academic freedom, migration, sport and 
politics and music in politics. Previously he has advised the Prime Minister's office in 
Bangladesh, the US State Department, the UNDP and European Asylum Support Office.  In 
2016, he was awarded a PhD degree by Griffith University, Australia.  
  
Francesca Helm is assistant professor of English at the Department of Political Science, 
Law and International Studies, University of Padova in Italy. Her research interests are in the 
fields of global studies, internationalization of higher education, computer-mediated 
communication, identity, intercultural dialogue and Virtual Exchange. She is chair of the 
Education Innovation working group of the Coimbra Group of universities. She is one of the 
coordinators of Scholars at Risk Italia. 
 
Cati Jerez is the Coordinator of the University of Barcelona Refugee Support Program 
(http://www.solidaritat.ub.edu/refugees/?lang=en). Since its beginning in 2015, the UB 
Support Program aims to promote access for refugees to Higher Education and has received 
different mentions at Spanish level (Magisterio and Diversitat Awards) and at international 
level (selected as a good practice by InHere’s good practice catalogue and Best Practice by 
RESCUE). Cati Jerez has codesigned the Program and she is coordinating all its lines: 
humanitarian and academic response, social integration, legal advice, transition course to 
the university, solidarity initiatives within in the university, international projects related to 
refugee and migrants and networking. Cati Jerez is graduated in Sociology and Political 
Science for the University of Barcelona, postgraduate in International Relations (UB) and in 
International Consulting (UPF-IDEC). She has solid knowledge in human rights, conflict 
analysis and development topics. She has been working as human rights, social and 
economic researcher since 1996 and has a wide experience in international cooperation and 
education for development projects, especially in the field of refugee and migrant 
communities. 
 
Gabriele Nicoli is Research Officer and EU project manager at the Department of Political 
Science, Law and International Studies of the University of Padova, in Italy. Journalist, he 
reached a Master’s Degree in International Politics and Diplomacy. He dealt 
with administrative issues related to the welcoming procedure of the first Scholar at risk at 
the University of Padova. 
 
Claudia Padovani is Associate Professor in Political Science and International Relations at 
the University of Padova (Italy). Her main areas of interest concern the transformation of 
political processes in the global context and their connection to the evolution of 
communication processes and technologies, with a special focus on gender equality issues 
and communication rights. She is one of the coordinators of Scholars at Risk Italia. 
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Andrea Pendezzini is Post-Doc researcher in Anthropology at the Department of Cultures, 
Politics, Society, University of Turin, Italy 
 
Angelo Pittaluga is currently working as Integration Expert with UNHCR in Italy. Previously, 
he worked as UNHCR member of the Italian Territorial Commissions for Refugee Status 
Determination (Eligibility Expert), and UNHCR Legal Associate in Southern Italy, in charge 
for the European Relocation Program.  He has also a professional experience in 
International cooperation, due to six years of work, as Caritas Italiana Regional Coordinator, 
in East African Countries (Djibouti, Sudan, South Sudan, Ethiopia and Kenya). He is a 
Lawyer, with specific expertise in International human rights and Refugee Law; he has a Phd 
in Sociology of Law earned at the University of Genova.  
 
Barbara Poggio is Professor in Sociology at the Department of Sociology and Social 
Research, University of Trento. She is the responsible for the University of the Program of 
‘Equity and Diversity’ which aims at monitoring gender, ethno-religious and class 
discrimination within the university and to develop more inclusive policies. Since 2016 she 
coordinates with Paola Bodio the project ‘Asylum seekers and refugees in the university’. 
Her research interests include gender inequality, sociology of organisations and labour 
precarity.   
 
Prem Kumar Rajaram is Professor of Sociology and Social Anthropology at Central 
European University, Budapest.  His research is on issues to do with refugees, displacement 
and capitalism.  He is also the current Head of the CEU Open Learning Initiative (OLIve) and 
the Project Leader of the Erasmus+ Refugee Education Initiatives program,  both of which 
offer education programs for displaced peoples in Europe and advocate for policy and 
structural change to make universities more accessible and welcoming to refugees and 
migrants. 
 
Mervat Sayegh, is a student enrolled at the third year of the BA in ‘Literature and Language’ 
at the University of Ferrara.  
 
Alessandra Scagliarini is professor of Infectious diseases and currently vice-rector for 
International Relations at the University of Bologna. She is an international expert in 
veterinary virology with particular interest on epitheliotropic viruses infecting animals and 
humans, antivirals and innovative diagnostic tools. In these areas Alessandra Scagliarini has 
carried out research projects at the international, European, and national levels. She has 
been visiting scholar at Moredun Research Institute, Edimburgh-Scotland, Department of 
Microbiology, Otago University, Dunedin-New Zealand, Rega-Instituut, Virologie en 
Chemoterapie Unit, Leuven-Belgium, Department of Paraclinical Sciences University of 
Pretoria, South Africa. 
 
 
Stephen Wordsworth 
Stephen has been Executive Director of Cara (the Council for At-Risk Academics) since 
2012.  Cara was established in 1933 and now works worldwide with over 120 UK universities 
and others in Europe and beyond to rescue university teachers and researchers from 
discrimination, persecution, violence and conflict.  Some 300 ‘Cara Fellows’ are currently 
being supported, with their families, until they can return home.  Cara also runs regional 
programmes to support academics who have been forced into local exile, or who are 
continuing to work on despite the risks. Previously, Stephen was a member of the UK 
Diplomatic Service, where his last two posts were as Deputy Head of Mission in Moscow 
(2003-2005) and Ambassador in Belgrade (2006-2010).  
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